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o -~Aloha Council MemberNestorGarcia,BudgetChair

My nameis Ed Korybski andI amtheExecutiveDirectorof theHonoluluCulture& Arts
District Association,anonprofitorganizationdedicatedto therevitalizationof
downtown/Chinatown.Downtown/Chinatownhasimprovedimmenselyin the lastfour years
andtheOffice of EconomicDevelopment(OED) hasbeenatremendouspartnerin our efforts.
OEDhas:

Helpedsecurefederal funding from theNational ParkServiceto initiate a“Preserve

America” heritagetourismproject,

Helpedinitiate aprojectto renovatethefacadesof historic buildingson Hotel Street.

Fundedandsupportedstagestreetfestivalson NuuanuAve.

OEDis themostaccessiblebody of thecity administrationandfacilitatesdiscussionsboth
betweendifferent city departmentsandbetweendifferentconstituenciesof theChinatown
community. During theseeconomicallychallengingtimes,it is evenmoreimportantto ensure
public/privatepartnershipsbetweenthecity and non-profitsandsmall businessesto leverage
availableresources.It is essentialto retainall fundsrequestedfor OED in theadministrations
FY2O1Obudget.

Thankyou for theopportunity to providethis written testimony.

Sincerely,

Ed Korybski

Ed Korybski
Executive Director
Honolulu Culture & Arts District
1041 Nu’uanu Aye, Suite A
Honolulu, HI 96817
p. 808.398.7990
f. 808.550.0724

www . artsdistricthonolulu corn
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